
The comicall Hfflorie of 

bee feekes my life, his reafon well I know $ 

I oft dehuerd from his forfey turcs 
many that haue at times made mone to me, 
therefore he hates me. 

Lai. I am fure the Duke will neuer grant 
this forfaiturc to hoid. 

tAn. The Duke cannot dcnic the comfe of law i 
for the commoditie that firangcrs haue 
with vs in V cnice, if it be deny ed, 
will much impeach the iufticc of the Hate, 
fince that the trade and profit of the citty 
confifteth of all Nations. Therefore goe, 
thefc griefesand lodes h'auefo bated me 
that I lhall hardly fpare a pound of fielh 
to morrow, to my bloody Creditor. 

Well /aylor on, pray God Baffanio come 
to fee me pay his debt, and then / care not. fxtm, 
Enter Portia, Nerrijfa , Loren*#, lejpca, and a 
man oiTertks. 

Lor. Maddarn, although 1 fpeake it in your prefcuce, 
you haue a noble and a true conceite 
of god-like auntie, which appearcs mod ftrengly 
in bearing thus the abfcnce of your Lord . 

But if you knew to whom you fhow this honour, 
how true a gentleman you fend releefc, 
how deere a louer of my Lord your husband, 

I know you would be prouder of the works 
then cuftomarie bountic can enforce you. 

Tor. I neuer did repent for docing good, 
nor fhall not now : for in companions 
that doe conuerfe and waft the time together, 
vvhofelbulcs doc bears an egall yoke ofloue, 
there rauft be needes a like proportion 
ofjyniatnentSi of manners, and of fpirit } 
which makes me thinke that this tAnthom . 
beeing the bofome louer of my Lord, 
amft needes be like my Lord/lfit be fo, 


the Merchant of Venice . 

How little is the coft I haue beftowed 
in the? f?inb^flcc of* niy fbulc j 

Fiom out the ftateofhellifh cruelty, 

Jliis comes too riccre the praifing of my felfe. 
Therefore no more ofit : hccre other things 
Lorenfo I commit into your hands, 

The husbandry and mannage of my houfe, 

Vntil! my Lords rcturne ; for mine owric part 
I haue toward heauen breath’d a fecret vowe, 

To hue in prayer and contemplation, 

Onely attended by Tferriffa hcere, 

Vntifi her husband and my Lords returns, 

There is a Monaftry two miles off. 

And there we will abide. I doe defire you 
not to denie this itnpofition, 
the which my louc and fome ncceffity 
-now layes vpon you. 

Lomif. Madame, with all my hart, 

I (hall obey you in all faire commaunds. 

Tor. My people doe already know my mind, 

And will acknowledge you and feffica 
in place of Lord 'Sajjanio and my felfc. 

So far you well till we (hall meete againe. 

Lor. Faire thouglus and happy hourcs attend on you, 
hjp. / wi(h your Ladifhip all harts content, 

Tor. 1 thank you for your, with, and am well pleafd 
to wilh it back on you : far you well fejjtca. 

Now Baltbafer, as I haue cuer found thee honeft true, 
So let me find theeffill t take this fame letter, 
and vfe thou all th’indcuour of a man, 

Infpccdc to Mantua, fee thou render this 
into my cofin hands Dofior 'Belario, 

And looke what notes and garments he doth giuethce. 
bring them I pray thee with imagin’d fpeede 
vnto the T rancift, to the common Ferric 
vvhich trades to Vcnicdj waft no time in words 
out g« thee gone, I fhall be there before thee. 

G. 
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